Junior English 

A Raisin in the Sun In-Class Writing
As a final assignment for our A Raisin in the Sun unit, I am asking that you write an in-class literary analysis essay. Over the course of this unit, we have spent a lot of time discussing the themes present in the play. For this essay, choose one of the following thematic topics and explain what is revealed about it through the play:

· American Dream/dreams
· Family
· Parent-child relationships

· Gender

· Race/racism
While there is not set minimum or maximum for this essay, students usually write approximately 1.5 pages (single-spaced) during the class period. More importantly, your paper should have a clear introduction and conclusion, multiple body paragraphs and several pieces of textual evidence. Please refer to the scoring guide below for the expectations for the essay.
You may access/bring the following to use while you write your essay:
1. This handout 

2. Your book
3. Your notes
4. An outline with your thesis statement, subtopics/topic sentences and quotes (no analysis). You may not have any parts of a pre-written essay. 

*Note: You must submit an outline with your essay.
When you have finished writing your essay in class on Friday, you will upload your document and outline to turnitin.com

Please review the dates for this assignment below.
	
	Work Days
	In-class Essay

	Period 3
	Friday, November 1 &

Monday, November 4, Tuesday, November 5

	 Friday, November 8

	Period 6
	Friday, November 1 &

Monday, November 4, Tuesday, November 5

	Friday, November 8


In-class Essay Scoring Guide
	
	Excellent


	Good


	Satisfactory


	Needs Improvement

	Introduction
	Smooth flow; appropriate length; thesis clearly stated
	Fairly smooth flow; thesis clearly stated
	Either slightly too short or long; flow may be choppy; thesis present
	Choppy; too short or too long; thesis poorly placed

	Thesis
	Excellent focus; highly debatable; clear, sophisticated & precise
	Good focus; debatable; clear & precise.
	Somewhat focused; debatable; needs clarity and/or complexity.
	Lacks focus; not debatable; lacks clarity.

	Paragraph Development/Organization
	Clear & concise topic sentences that address distinct ideas related to the thesis; ideas flow smoothly into well-integrated quotes; in-depth, sophisticated analysis with a clear connection to thesis; focused throughout; smooth transitions
	Clear topic sentences that express and idea related to the thesis; may need to be more concise and/or distinct; ideas flow into well-integrated quotes; good analysis; connection to thesis is evident; focused throughout; use of transitions may need work
	Topic sentences present, but may not include clear assertions; may need a more logical way of explaining the argument; quotes included but need to be better connected to the thesis or topic sentences; ideas may lack focus or illustrate more than one main idea; weak transitions
	Unclear topic sentences; argument is not effectively explained; may include more than one main idea or undeveloped ideas; quote(s) are not connected or explained; weak transitions

	Support/Use of text
	Uses several strong, clear examples, quotes and details are used to prove claim and support ideas effectively; evidence is drawn from various parts of the text
	Uses some clear examples to support ideas; may need more convincing quotes for support; evidence is drawn from various parts of the text

	Support is present, but it is not fully developed or explained; some quotes are used, but may not support ideas effectively; quotes may be too long or too short; most evidence is drawn from one part of the text
	Support is general and leaves the reader with many questions; few quotes are used; they do not support the claim

	Conclusion
	Wraps up the essential pieces of the argument and leaves the reader with a strong lasting message/idea
	Wraps up the argument; good flow; lasting message needs to be stronger
	Attempts to wrap up the argument; either too long or too short; needs a lasting message
	Not developed; abrupt ending; does not wrap up argument

	Mechanics


	Minimal mechanical errors and they do not distract; proper citation format
	Few distracting; minor citation errors
	Several mechanical errors that begin to distract from the meaning; incorrect citation format
	Many mechanical errors that distract from the meaning; no citations


